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REVELATIONS XVIk . 


MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE Mo- 
. THER OF HARLOTS, AND  ABOMINATIONS OF. 


THE BARTIH. 5 
RUE RELIGION came from heaven 
and leads to heaven; it has God for its 
author, and God for its end: and having ſo 
glorious an origin, it neceſſarily leads to glory 
and virtue. And whatever irreligious men may _ 55 
ſay or think of true religion, it is certain that 
it is that which alone can make man happy. 
And it is the peculiar excellency of real piety, 
that it ſweetens the moſt bitter trials of life, it 
makes our bed in our ſickneſs, it takes away 
from death its ſting, and proves, to the com- 1 
fort of thoſe who poſſeſs it, that the judge TH 
of the whole earth, will ſhew himſelf their 4 
friend, when they appear before his aw- 
ful tribunal. And when we ſpeak of true 
religion, we ſpeak of the religion of the bible, 
which is indeed the religion of Jeſus: and 
which is not only thus beneficial to thoſe indi- 
viduals in whoſe hearts it reigns, but it is alſo 
of the greateſt utility to ſociety in general, as 
it is "Oey calculated to make parents affee- - 
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Lionate, and children duriful ; huſbands ten- 


der, and wives obedient; to make maſters 
merciful, and ſervants faithful; and it is that 
"above all "other FY win make 
princes righteous, and ſubjects loy val: and 


it teaches men in every ſruation to exerciſe 


themſelves, to keep their conſciences yoid of 
offence towards God and man; ;, and not only 


to love their friends, but even to love their 


enemies, and to put on bowels of compaffion 


and tenderneſs, forbearing one another, and 
forgiving one another, even as God, for Chriſt's 
ke, hath * 185 | 


7 50 . $25 


b in all theſe Nic thi religibn of 


Jeſys i is juſt the reverſe of the antichriſtian and 


diabolical religion of the Church of Rome. 


A religion abominable i in its nature and moſt | 


pernicious in its conſeyyences. + 

- And a this religion (which indeed is 
not worthy the name of religion) we ſhall-now 
yenture to draw the ſword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of. God: and at all events, let 
the conſequences be what they may, ſhalt 
not ſhun to declare to you the whole counſel 
of yoo. OE this matter. 


3 it may 5 = it wherein is the neceſ⸗ 
fity or . propriety of Gck procedure in a pro- 
teſtant country, in which. all are Proteſtants I 


| Ta. this I muſt _— that 1 hope all Wo 


now 


To 


no hear me are Proteſtants; but all in chis 
kingdom are not ſo; a very great number 
are papiſts. And mock probably that number 
will be greatly increaſed; and it will be no 
wonder if popiſh ſchools and maſs-houſes ſhould 
abound amongſt us: as we have ESTABLISHED 
Popery in one part of the Britiſh empire, we 
have TOLERATED it throughout the kingdom, 
and as we have warmly careſſed ſome of its 
moft zealous votaries. 

And that Heck ihplies, that we are in more 
danger of Popery, than is generally imagined, 
is, that a general ſtupor has taken poſſeſſion 

of us, ſo that we ſeem inſenſible of dur danger, 
both in church and ſtate; and inſenſibility 
has been, in more than one inſtance, the har- 
dinger of the deſtruction of [ap empires. 


But it is ſaid, Popery is not Wheat it One 
was, and that it has loſt its perſecuting ſpirit ; 
but this, in the very nature of things, muſt be 
falſe; Popery was born in hell, and nouriſhed | 

in the human heart, and while hell continues 
the ſame, and the heart of man is deceitful 
above all things, and deſperately wicked, 
Popery will ſtil} be the ſame, and it is there- 
fore only fir to be an engine to promote ty- 
_ ranny, fuperſtition and prieſtcraft; and hence 
it follows, that though it be right, to tolerate 
all religions in a free ſtate, and though I would 
me PO the toleration, even of Mahomet- 
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naniſm, and by no means would wiſh to have 
a very Atheiſt perſecuted ;| yet if there be a 
religion under heaven which teaches its follow- 
ers that their God delights in human ſacrifices, 
that they do God good ſervice, in putting 
Hos to death who differ from them in their 
| religious ſentiments, and that the blood of ſuch 
\ perſons is admirably calculated to quench the 
flames of purgatory, through which, they teach, 
that all muſt inevitably paſs. If ſuch an ini- 
> quitous ſyſtem can be contended for under the 
notion of religion, it ought not to be conſi- 
dered as worthy of that facred name; and it 
zs as neceſſary that the zealous votaries thereof 
' ſhould have their hands tied, as any other ſet. 
\ of an nn 1 7 1 75 


It muſt Met be allowed char chere are 
ſome Roman Catholics, whoſe natural good 
tempers are ſuch, that they prevent them from 
delighting to ſhed the blood of proteſtants ; - 
but what muſt we think of that religion, which 
encourages a practice which corrupt nature 
itſelf is -aſhamed of, when influenced by a 
little natural goodneſs of temper? It is true 
alſo that the papiſts in this kingdom are peace- 
able at preſent; but would they be ſo if they 
had all that power in their hands which they 
with for? We are much miſtaken if we think 
they, would, and therefore we, think it our 
duty to cry aloud againſt them; and we imagine 


the words of ho text to be ſuitable for that 
* f 
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purpoſe, and hope we were providentially 
directed to them; and ſhall venture to af- 
firm, that the character here given, is the 
character of the Church of Rome, and that 
ſhe is named © MxSTERVY, BABYLON THE GREAT, 
THE MoTatR of HaRTors, anD ABOMINATIONS 
or THE EARTH. But as afſertions require proofs 


to ſupport them, I ſhall, in ſpeaking from bee : 


Nr ſhew both from the text and context. 


Frs, that the Church of Rome is here 


inen 
N 


| SzconDLY, Give ſome reaſons why Ie ſhould | 
be called, 66 Myſtery, Babylon the great, e. = 


8 Prove chat ſhe is called, with 
the greateſt hs a MP * the Bother of f Harlow 
alſo, | 


— 


5 N . point out ſome of ** JO mi 


nations which this Mother. of Harlots hath "i 


pe pra in the rr 


Axp, laſtly, attempt ſome pages 4 inprove * 
ment of the whole, as that God who hates 


epa wi be en to ennie ne 15 


W 


Finer ans; obſerve, hat ahis woman e ſpoken, 
of in the text is ſaid to have her name written 
on her forehead, alluding to the cuſtom of 


impudent harlots, who uſed to 7 out whe. 
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10 ſhew where then ag and thus the Church 

of Rome is ſo notorious in her ſpiritual whore- 

doms, that ji. te one who ſearches the ſcrip- 

ture carefully, and conſults profane hiſtory, 
will ſoon perceive that the Mother of Har- 

lots lives at Roms. And as the pretends to 

be the only true mother Church, the Holy 


Ghoſt, to reprove and expoſe, her arrogance, 
here dann her, che Mother of Elarlots.“ 


Bur for the proving. of this, let it be firſt 
| premiſed, that it is common for the ſcripture 
to ſpeak of a large body of people under the 
idea of one woman; thus, in the twelfth chap- 
ter of theſe Rexelations, John tells of a won⸗ 
der which he ſaw in heaven. „A Woman 
clothed With the ſun, and the moon under 
her feet; by which undoubtedly is meant 
the true Church of Chriſt, which conſiſſs of 
an innumerable multitude; ſo to the ſame 
purport, in the writings; of the prophets we 
read of t the daughter of Babylon, the daugh- - 
4 WE of Egypt, and the, daughter of Lion, 

it e Oh + = it is evident that all the people of Baby- 
ti TS] of: Egypt, and Zion are meant, and 
91 9. 3 thereto in reſpect to the language of 
= ©  / the text, there would be no propriety; in apply- 
ing this character to any one perſon only, but 
rather to the whole church of Rome; and we 
- have ſufficient authotity to prove that a great 
number of perſons are here intended from the 
* verſe Keen, of which our 25 


T8) 


Is a patt, where it is ſaid, ** the waters which 
thou ſaweſt, are peoples, and multitudes, and 
nations, and tongues; on Which FRE: whore 
eden. 25 | FE 


W ubs not, den 2 his T, Mp is : the. 
character of the Romiſh Church at large, and of 
all perſons and things which appertain to her; 
and this appears moſt plainly from the ninth 
verſe, where the ſeven heads of the beaſt are 
ſaid to be ſeven mountains; on which the wo- 
man fitteth; which evidently refers to thè 
ſeven hills on which Rome was built. By this 
deſcription, Rome, has been diſtinguiſhed, not 
only by ſacred, but by profane writers ; ; ſome; © 


indeed, have imagined, that this deſcription . 


might be applicable to Conſtantinople; but 
that city was never ſo enen for its ſeven 


RIG as Rome. | 113 . 79 


as > thetthe ach and. week war. this 


xviith chapter we have a further proof that the 
rext ſpeaks of Rome, becauſe the account of the 


ſeyeral kings ſpoken of there, is clearly appli- 


cable to the Roman government: . It is there 


ſaid,** there are ſeven kings,” which we muſt not 
eonſider as ſeven individual perſons ; but rather 
as ſignifying ſeven different kinds of govern- 


ors, by which Rome hath been governs 
ed, including, 1ſt Kings, 2dly, Conſuls, 3dly, 
Tribunes, Athly, Decemviri, zthly, Dictators, 


-Gthly, Pagan Emperors, and 7thly, Chriſtians 
B Emperors. | 
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7 {cis ) 
Fmperors. Five of theſe (it is ſaid) were falle) 
beeauſe when John wrote this Apocalypſe; 
Rome was no longer governed, either by Kings, 
Conſuls, Tribunes, Decemviri, or Dictators; 
but by the 6th ſort of heathen governors; namely 
Pagan Emperors 3 and the 7rh, i.e Chriſtian 
Emperors, is called the other, becauſe different 
Lis being a pure Chriſtian Government) both 
trom the heathen governors who were before, 
and from the beaſt, the Pope of Rome, who 
came after; and was the 8th, in order of time; 
but is laid, in the 1 th verſe of this chapter, to 
be of the ſeven; becauſe the fix firſt orders of 
the Roman government, and the Popes of 
Rome, make up fever idolatrous kinds of go- 
vernors, Which the Chriſtian Emperors were 
diſtinct flom, in that they oppoſed idolatry; 
though they came in order ef time; between 
the pagan and papal governors; and theſe Chriſ- 
tian emperors were not yet come; when John 
wrote theſe prophecies : but, when they did 
dome they were to continue a ſhort ſpace; until 
thebiſhops of Rome ſhould uſurp regal authority 
units themſelves, and appear as a ſcarlet colour- 
ed beaſt. 7 is that beaſt on which the 
Chorch of Rome fitteth; and thus the Pope, 
as the pretended: ſueceſſor of St. Peter, aſſiſted 
by the whole Romiſh hierarchy, bears up the 
whole weight of that idolatrous Church; on 
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On this beaſt it is likewiſe ſaid, by the Holy | 
A. In the 8th. vexſe, that W. he Was, and is 1 


not, and yet is; which refers to the idolatry of 


Rome, at large; which is, ſpixitual uncleanneſs 
and adultery,; and in N 


form, it was, i. e, it had an exiſtence, unden the 


pagan emperors; but in the time when the 


Church and biſhops. of Rome became idola / 
trous, then the beaſt did not, manifeſt its ido· 
latry in the old pagan way; but Rome was yet 
as idolatrous as ever, only in another form ; 
being then governed by pretended Chriſtian 


biſhops, who, in profeſſion, and in Prebeken | 


ooh: vn e iQ the. oF ider. 


- Ta the idolatry an wickedneſs of Rome, 
was, under the pagan emperors, is nat, in the 
pagan, but yet is, in the papal form, under the 
popiſh biſbeps. And in many reſpects the 
ouſtoms of the pagan, Romans, and, of the pre- 


ſent papiſtical Romaniſts, are ſimilar, The pa» 
gan Romans deified their heroes, and placed 


them among their gods after their deaths, and 


worſhipped them, And ſo; the Papiſts cano- 


niſe their dead ſaints and invoke their aſſiſt- 
ance : as the old Romans had a god for almoſt 


every thing; ſo the Church of Rome has 


her St. Roch, for the peſtilence; St. Apol- | 


lonia for the toeth-ach; St. Genoa, for the 


gout ; St * for poiſon; St. Sigilmund, 
B 2 - for 


the beſtiality of 
Rome pripgipally confiſts, Now, co concerning | 
this idolatry, we may obſerve, Fhat in its pagan 


| 4 
or fevers; St. John, for lambs; 5 RM Luke, for 
painters ; St. Magdalene, for couttezans ; with a 
number of tutelar gods, for different countries, as 
Ste George, for England'; St. Andrew for Scot, 

land, &c. and a vaſt many more ſimilar abſurdi- 
ties *: and we may obſerve à ſtriking likeneſs 
between the feſtivals of the Pagans, and thoſe 
of the Church of Rome; ; fo that in many views 
the Romiſh religion, is Poganiſm revived, in a 
Chriſtian form; or the old pagan idolatry in a 
new dteſs, which is called Chriſtian, but which 
has none of the excellency i in Chriſtianity 1 in oy 
but is in reafity e y  I | 

„ 13 4ILT9 DT Fi © 8 ene 
kling thus attempted, arid we. . with 
e ſucceſs, to fix the character of the text on 
the church in Rome; let us now take ſome 
brief notice of that which! is ſaid concerning 
the mother of härlots, afid the beaſt on which 
ſhe rides, i in'the beginning of this xviith chap- 
ter. In the fifſt verſe; ſhe is called «© The 
great whore, 1 wih hem the kings of the 
earth have committed fornication, By the 
. whoredom which ſhe is charged With, we are 
to underſtand heridelatry, as before obſerved, 
agreeable to what is ſaid in the xvith chapter of 
P and lng oh verſe, "where the nene 
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of Jeruſalem are ob to have done the-work: of 
“ an imperious whorith woman,“ becauſe they 


had made their high places in every ſtreet, and 
had neglected the worſhip of God in the tem- 


ple : : and the Church of Rome is called the 


great whore, becauſe her idolatry is great and 
flagrant, and of the groſſeſt kind; and thoſe 
who are ſaid to have committed fornication 


| | with her, are thoſe kings and. kingdoms, who 
either have been, or yet are, under the eceleſi- 


INE pes rag] on the Church! of Rome. 20 
75 worry 


When John Fn that Ado chutek, 1 5 
was led into the Wilderneſs, on which we may 
obſerve, that Popery is only to be found in the 


wilderneſs of this lower world; Popery will 
never ſhew its head in the heavenly Jeruſalem; 
and though in the 12th chapter ef theſe Reye- 
lations, the true church is faid to have a place 
in the wilderneſs; yet her ae is 0 
of as DER in beaven. 7 840 1211 

11 


0 And 3 the Apoſtle was led by the Spirit | 
into the wilderneſs, He ſaw a Woman ſit. upon 


a ſcarlet- coloured beaſt, full of names of blaſ- 
a having ſeven heads and ten horns, 
ver. 3.” The beaſt being ſaid to be of a ſcarlet 
colour, here evidently ſets forth the bloody 


Fern ſpirit of the Romith religion, which 
th led its biſhops and votaries to thirſt for 


the Slog; of martyrs, even as a ravenous: beaſt 
Zone 9 5 tdtirſis 
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thirſts for the blood of its prey, The names 
of blaſphemy, which this beaſt is ſaid to be full. 
of, plainly imply thoſe blaſphemous tenets 
and practices which that ene nn 
ene e e wd 


| The FART Hans the Holy Ghoſt bath i inter- 
preted, as meaning the ſeven hills on which 
Rome was built, and the ſeven different kinds 
of governors which Rome was governed by, 
before the biſhaps of Rome uſurped: the whole 
3 to themſelves, as plainly deſcribed in 
the geh and roth verſes of this chapter; and 

| by the ten horns, we are taught, from the x2th 
verſe, to underſtand thoſe kings who were af- 
d become ſubject to the Romiſn beaſt, 

| vin with kim in making war with the 
22 and his people; > but were afterwards ta 
1 whore and make her deſolate; which 
bath been the caſe in this country, eſpecially 
in that period of the Reformation, when Henry 
VIII. who once loved the whore of Baby lon, 
' afterwards' made her deſolate; and the ſame 
_ hath already had ſome happy litepal | ecm. 
een in n, We countries.” 52 5 00 


1 44 
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[Hehe oY ſaid; in fs Ard ve} ther: 8 
Woman: was arrayed! in purple and. ſoarlet 
colour which ſhews that it is the very nature 
of the Church of Rome, under her uſünping 
ee e as * had done before, under 
e Pagan 


6 14 3; 
| Vagan Emperors, to thirſt for the blood of the 
_ | 


Ir alſo intimates; as theſe colours 1 
repreſent royalty, the uſurping ſpirit of that 
Church, in taking upon herſelf the power of 
governing other nations, and her pride in 
clothing her cardinals in garments of thoſe co- 
lours; and her being decked with gold — 
precious ſtones, appears to be deſcriptive of 
the vain grandeur of the Pope, when he ap- 
pears in the pontifical habit with the triple 
| TO glittering with precious ſtones. 


And laſtly the golden cup in her hand; „ Fati 
of abominations, points out all her idolatry 
and idofatrous cuſtoms, which are filthy ſpiritual | 
fornications ; ſaid to be in a.golden cup, be- 


cauſe while the Church of Rome, was in its 


chief glory; to follow her was the way to ob- 
tain riches and grandeur. | 


Ox the Whole, I think it is ſufficiently. evis 
dent, that the Church of Rome is here intend- 
ed; and that we have not been too poſitive or 
maria] 5 in afſetting, that She is © the Mo- 
ther of Harlots here ſpoken of, and figuratively 
deſcribed, under the character of Myſtery, 
Babylon the great, the mother of S and 
abominations vitheranths? 


Au 


* +1 Of 8 3; EG 
22 Axp here 1 we are naturally led to ſhew why 


the Church of Rome ſhould be called © My1-. 
tery; 9 0 05 ths greats” 


| \ Ao we 3 with 1 chat ſhe i is not 
called ſimply, Babylon; but Myſtery, Babylon, 
i.e. myſtical Babylon, or Babylon in a m a 
terious ſenſe ; to teach us that the Babylon h 
* ſpoken of is not Babylon literally, but Baby. 
. ton in a figure; an ecclefiaſtical ſtatez in Dany: | 


4 ae like Babylon. 


- 


And Same is 1 called e in the 
ſame ſenſe that Jeruſalem, in this apocalypſe is 


called; Sodom and Egypt ſpiritualy, where our 
Lord was crucified; and which for wicked- 


5 / neſs and for oppreſſing God's People, was called i 
f vg theſe names. 


r 
n wn 


” 


BazvLon i is here called Baby lon the rell 
becauſe it was a very great city, the metropolis 
of a very large empire, This city was in its 
higheſt glory in the reign of Nebuchednezzar, 

who brought it to its meridian luſtre at that 
time. The wall round about it is ſaid to have 
been 6o miles in compaſs F and not leſs than 
350 feet high, and 87 feet thick. In every ſide 
of the walls of this great city were 25 gates, 
which made a an hundred in all, of ſolid braſs. .. 
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Bor the 1 glory of this city, was the 


temple of Belus, which in its origin appears 
to haye been built many centuries before the 


time of Nebuchadnezzar, and it has been 


thought, and not without ſome good reaſon, 
that it was the very tower of Babel, which the 


inhabitants of the world built ſoon after the 


flood; which they intended to have made reach 


up unto heaven itſelf. It was however a moſt 


amazing building, and it contained very great 
riches: and the greatneſs of this city, and this 


temple of Belus, particularly cauſed Babylon to 


be ealled Babylon the great. And when Rome, 
in its pagan ſtate, and when in its papal form, 


it flouriſhed, it was in this as well as in 


LE other W ae the . 


But it muſt be. noted alſo, that Babylon ind 
its kings, were remarkable for their idolatry : 
you undoubtedly. remember; the account in 


| ſcripture, concerning the golden image which 
 Nebuchadnezzar ſet up in the plains of Dura, 
which is mentioned in the iiid chap. of Daniel; 
which image all nations were to worſhip upon 


pain of being caſt into a furnace of fire. And 
thus Rome, eſpecially under the popes of Rome, 
hath- been remarkable for its idolatry : which 
has had the ſanction of his holineſs himſelf, of 
which we ſhall ſpeak more afterwards. Babylon 
, alſo perſecuted, moſt bitterly, thoſe who refuſed 


to join with her in idolatry, thus it was in reſ- | 
pee to Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, . 
IS e who 


(8) 


who ate mentioned in that third chapter, they 
tefuſed to worthip” Nebuchadnezzar's idol; 
and when they were aſked by the king himſelf 
whether it was true that they had dared to refuſe 
to worſhip the image he had ſet up, when all 
ketuſets were threatened with the flames: they 
nobly anſwered, with a courage worthy tlie 
diſciples of Chriſt. OP Nebuehadnezzar, we 
are not careful to anſwer thee in this matter; 
and if it be ſo,“ f. e. if we are caſt into this 
furnace, our God is able to deliver us; and if 
he does not, we will not worſhip the image which 
thou Halt fer up.“ As if they had faid, we will 
father burn 575 fin againft our Gon; and if 
he does: not pleaſe to deliver us mitzculouſly; | | 
which he 1s EN: eee ee 


4 


30e rel ly, ey were — into che ee 
Which Wap! heated ſeven times hotter on their 
account, and: the king commanded his moft 
_ Kjghty men to bind thoſe pious worthies, and to 
Calf them into che burning fiery furnace; and ſo 
Kück did the flames thereof rage, that it flew 


thoſe mighty men \who were employed to caſt 
| tem in. But 10 Nebuc adfieZzar, with aſton- 


iſhtvient,' looks at the furnace, and ſees ches 
three men looſe; walking in the midſt of the fire; 
baving no hurt, and their number happily in- 

| creaſed by the company 0 of à fourth perſon; 
whoſe form was like the Son of God! who came 1 


Wy theſe FO ne in the likeneſs of that 
| 5 human 


; aw 
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human nature which he afterwards actually par, 


took of, and having his preſence with them, 
they were happy in the furnace. On their bo. 
dies the fire had no power, the hair of their head 


was not ſinged, neither 20 5 ſmell . ſes 
1 upon them. | 


| Axp tha Yea: ha "Ws Rr irt 
caſt into, the Son of God will aſſuredly be with 
thee, ſo that the flames thereof ſhall not kindle 


upon thee; and with his ſpiritual preſence the 
- moſt dreadful furnace is changed into a heaven 


of enjoyment. And as Babylon, in a literal ſenſe, 
thus treated God's people of the Jewiſh nation, 


and when God was angry with that people, to 


a certain degtee, they. aggravated their miſery; 
ſo hath the Church of Rome ' perſecuted the 
Church of Chriſt, and have put great numbers 
to death, for no other reaſon but becauſe they 


would eee 
pery. by 290 


TAE pride and arrogance of the Wasted 


0 
5 


7 likewiſe to make Babylon a proper figure 


_ of the Romiſh Church, which like Babylon 
hath tyrannized over other nations: the popes. 
of Rome have manifeſted the greateſt degree of 
eccleſiaſtical inſolence, in uſurping authority 


over kings and kingdoms: and hath held thoſe 


countries in the moſt abject ſlavery, which were 


weak enough to be ſubject to them. And if 


we  confider the idolatry, the perſecuting ſpirit, 


CY 


as 8 * 


* 


- . 
. 
\ 8882 rr 88 


(= ) 


the pride and arrogance , the tyranny and with. 
edneſs of rhe Church of Rome, and the gran 

deur it aſſumes, we ſhall then think, that there 
is no name will ſuit that iniquitous Church bet« 

ter than © Myſtery, Babylon the Great,” becauſe 

as in Babylon, ſo under the wings and counte- 

nance of the Church of Rome, all manner of 

0 hath Been committed. 


Ps Axp laftly es, me to obſerve that at as s Baby- : 

4 lod was to be deſtroyed, as expreſſed in the 
cxxxvii Pſalm, and 8th verſe, where it is ſaid, 
O daughter of Babylon, who art to be deſtroy- 
ed,” ſo ſhall the myſtical Babylon Rome, be 
deſtroyed ; and there is reaſon to believe that 

the manner of the deſtruction of Babylon, was 

like the manner in which the Church of Rome 
ſhall periſh. We have, perhaps, no certain 
reaſon to think that the Romiſh religion will be 

be deſtroyed all at once; but rather that it will 
25 by little and little, as Babylon did. 1 
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- BanYLox continued in proſperity until the 
Gy" of . when it was Ae by 


1 * 1 
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+. * How: FU bd art was the arrogancy RE Pope 9 

the Vitib, who made the Emperor Henricus the IVt 

with his Empreſs and child, wait ſeveral days, faſting, at 
his gate, in the midſt of winter, barefoot, and clad with 
canvas, hoping for abſolution; but after all his Holineſs 
gepoſed him, and gaye his empire to another. Something 
ſimilar was the conduct of Pope Celeſtinus the. IIId, who 
promo the * Henricus the VIth with his feet. 


; Pp „„ 


qt 21 ) 


Cyrus, of whom great things are ſpoken in ſerip- 
ture, who, in conjunction with his uncle Da- 


rius the Mede, or, as he is alſo called Cyax- 


ares, and who appears to have had the honor of 


all the victories of Cyrus as long as he lived. 


Cyrus, as his general, laid fiege to this great 


city; but after they had lain before it ſeveral 


months, ſuch was the ſtrength of Babylon, that 


the conquering of it by force, was thought im- 
practicable, Cyrus, therefore, found it neceſſary 
to have recourſe to other methods, and to take 


an advantage of the  revelling ſpirit or * Baby- 
lonians. 


\ 


Axp having learned that FRYE this time hi | 
uſyally celebrated an annual feſtival, at which 
they indulged themſelves in all manner of de- 


bauchery and intoxication, and were, therefore, 
neceſſarily off their guard; he therefore form- 
ed a ſucceſsful plan, for the purpoſe of taking 


the advantage of ſuch a ſeaſon of diſſipation and 


diſorder. And having, on this day, ſent a 


party of his men to the place where a river 


ran into the city, he contrived to make the ri- 
ver fordable; and by that means his men en- 
tered by the channel of the river, and came to 
the gates of the city, next the river, which, 


through neglect, that night were left open; ſo 


that the ſoldiers of Cyrus approached the pa- 
lace of Belſhazzar, ſurpriſed the guards, ruſhed 
into the palace, where they found Belſhazzar, 
| whom they ſlew, "HOY valiantly for his life; 


and ; 


| 
| 
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lords, and called for the veſſels which his fa- 


62 9 
and thus, without farther Ms late lon 


was ad *. 


: 


1 this feat, at which Biobylonw was conquer- 
ed, was the very ſame feaſt of which we. read in 


| the vth chap, of Daniel. There we are told that 


Belſhazzar made a feaſt for a thouſand of his 


ther, (i. e. his grand-father) had taken from 


the temple of the Lord, and drank wine in 


them, and praiſed his gods of gold and filver, 


in contempt of the true God. But while he 


was in the very height of his impious mirth, 
there came forth an hand-writing on the wall; 


the fight of which made “ his, countenance 
Y change, and his thoughts troubled him, ſo that 
the joints of his loins were looſed, and his knees 
| imote one againſt another.” And when Daniel 


interpreted it, it was found to fignify, +. God 
hath numbered thy kingdom and finiſhed it: 


thou art weighed in the balances and art found 


wanting; thy kingdom is divided, and given to 
the Medes and Perſians;“ and ſoon after, per- 


. haps immediately, the city was taken, and Bel- 


4 az % 
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iN azzar was ſlain, and called to appear before 


! phat God whom he had juſt (fore, gat 


"Dep this was 3 only. the beginning of the fall of 
Babylon; after alta been. ha en it 
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was much injured by the waters overrunning 
part of the country; and its deſtruction was 


farther advanced by the rebellion of its inhabi- 
tants againſt Darius Hyſtaſpis, who therefore 
came againſt them with a large army, and laid 
Rege to the city for about twenty months, with- 
out ſucceſs ; ; but at laſt he ſucceeded, by the 
ſtratagem of Zopyrus, one of his chief com- 
manders. This Zopyrus, having cut off his 
noſe and ears, and greatly mangled his body, 


went to the inhabitants of Babylon, and pre- 


tended to have been thus uſed by his maſter 
Darius; and by this deception he got ſo far 
inte kileir pity and favor, as to be made chief 


commander of the forces of the beſieged; and 
then betrayed the city into the hands of his 


maſter; who broke down part of its walls and 


ſlew many of its inhabitants. But the final defs . 


truction of Babylon was owing to the building 


the city Seleucia, which was named after the 


name of its founder Seleucus Ni endö who 
d buile it within Du _ of Babel. 1 


Ys Hi IT 


wind this city Seleucia was built, it was fi. 


Lite? with many peculiar privileges; and as 
Babylon was now much hurt by the many 
 ſhoeks it had received, therefore its inhabitants 

min time entirely deſerted it, ſo that it became de- 
folate; and; at length, nothing remained but its 
walls Wien were for a long time an encloſure for 


wild beaſts only; and the very tower and pa- 
lace became the habitation of ſerpents and other 
NY | venemous 
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3 ereatures; and FIN was literally ac⸗ 

compliſhed what was foretold by Ifaiah; in the 

xuith chapter of his prophecy and four, laſt 

verſes, where it is ſaid, © Babylon the glory of 

| kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldet's excel- 

. lency, ſhall be as when God overthrew Sodom 

and Gomorrahe It- ſhall never be inhabited, 

neither ſhall it be dwelt in from generation to 

generation ; neither ſhall the Arabian pitch 
rent there, neither ſhall the ſhepherds make their 
fold there; but wild beaſts of the deſert ſhall 
he there, and their houſes ſhall be full of dole- 
ful creatures, and owls ſhall dwell there, and ſa- 
tyrs ſhall dance there. And the wild beaſts of 
the iſlands ſhall cry in their deſolate houſes, 
and dragons in their pleaſant palaces. And her 
time is near to come, and _ days; all not be 

eee , 15 


Tups fel Babylon; 0 e ſoch manner 

; perhaps, the Church of Rome may fall. And 
we hope the expulſion of the Jeſuits, and the 

& little regard that is paid to the'biſhop of Rome 
in ſome Popiſh countries, is the beginning of 
"the ruin of the beaſt, and the great whore that 
rides thereon. It is indeed to he lamented, that 
while Popiſh' countries diſcard the mother of 
harlots, we ſeem to be taking her to our bo- 
ſoms; and I pray God, that this country and its 
inhabitants may never be overwhelmed: with Fo 


We i) ; 
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CEL, 1 

Axp here I would obſerve, as the cloſing” 
pore that Rome may be compared to Babylon; 
that as Babylon at laſt became the habitation of 
ſerpents and dragons, ſo alſo thoſe who live and 
die in the errors and practices of the Church of 
Rome, have reaſon to fear, that they ſhall be to 
all eternity, the habitation of thoſe ſerpents and 
dragons who dwell 1 in the bottomleſs pit. Where- 
fore, ſaith God, Come out of her, y A 
that ye be not partakers of her fins 
"NN her plagues. Pre orncad 


<8 S_ 


_ - 


Bur this may more than faſſier, a as to chis part 
of our ſubject; and it is now time that I ſhould 


haſten, thirdly, to prove the propriety of the — 


apoſtleꝰ's calling the Romiſh enge * Fa Mo: 
| GH IE” 5 | bf 


And hae. it us be —_ then hs 8 


religion produced many ſpiritual harlots; 22 9 


the ſame may be obſerved reſpecting the delve 
ſions of Mahomet : but theſe religions were not 
more idolatrous than that of the Church « 


Rome, which Church is particularly worthy to { 


be called, in an emphatic ſenſe, the Mother of | 
harlots,” becauſe ſhe encourages the moſt abo- 
minable idolatries, under the pretended ſanction 
of the moſt pure religion of Jeſus; and with his 
aame in her mouth, and with a pretended view 
to his honour, the promotes and practiſes the 


"_ eee ſpiritual fornications. Thus, 
| ? e ood * 
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| bacy, and forbidding: marriage 
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a pretends to be the pureſt Church under 
heavengand that all true Churches originated from 
her, and that thoſe who differ from her have apoſta- 
tized from the true Church; and, that there is 
no ſalvation oùt of her pale: while the Church 
of Rome thus exalts herſelf, ſhe is, in truth, the 
moſt corrupt Church under heaven; and unwor- 
thy to be called a Church; becauſe ſhe per- 
ſecmes the true Church of God, & and changes 


© the truth of God into a lief and worſhips' and 


ſerves the creature more than the Creator, who 
18 over all bleffed for ever.” 
FIN * 5 r 13 * [7 

Dub papel Church i is alt FR 1 of "TY 
* ws becauſe hy improperly 'encour 'cehi- 
(which 1 
doctrine of devils) to all rot prieſts, Shi 
thereby promotes fornication, and begets phe | 


3 fornicators and harlots; in a literał ſenſe; and 


there is reaſon to believe; that in their religious 
Houſes r neee of this kind are 


r o en. 
Lee ee — ieren 6 
— T 7 3z 1 dP nt pf * 48 £3 I 5 141 roſy? 7 A $$ 
_ F 77 60 44 2 +3 ; 2 ry 


8 Tr aue "OY bie the chabhiek deset, 
ee it enforces the * worſhipping (of © images and E 
brher idols, and in eonſequence thereof, her 
prieſts are Fpirituat harlots; who teach the Peo- 
ple to worſhip 2 conſecrated wafer; Anchall thoſe 
3 and all the laity of the Church of 
Roine, who cleave to chat religionp are ſpiritual 
Harſots, childrem of the mother of havtots, and 
"with her commit wes worſhipping i 


falle 


(.&7 ) 


Falſe reads rtuſtend of Jehovah: | But we have na 


occation to be prolix under this head, as the 
wretched productions and monſtrous» births of 


the mother of harlots, will more fully appear, 
when, in the fourth place, we ſhew what abomi- 


en eee from. her. ud Cad 
aa 8 1 nenkuade 3 you will hos 


E. me if I enlarge on the abominations of the 


Church of Rome; for like the devils in the 


man mentioned in the era OS name 


6 legion, tar Oe are FO: 


A lets me 8 ay beweg 1 


apoſtar Church hath produced, among other | 


abominations, ABOMINABLE TENETS: the firſt I 


Mall mention is that pillar of Prieſſcraft which 


aſſerts, that it is — and pernicious for 


- A 


the laity to read the Scriptures in their own 2 4 
tongue; and it is undoubtedly calculated to 1 
judice the Romiſh religion, for the common Sr 4 


people to read the Bible in their mother tongue 


for, if they had that liberty, they would ſoon 


ſee that Popery had no foundation in the Word * 


of God. And it is prepoſterous to think, that ve 


ſhall be judged by the Bible, and yet not be al- 
r to. ſearch it for ourſelves, Kr A bhiny 


4 - 


5, HE ks, 3 the "IRA is + infallible 
is /another dangerous error of the Church of 
Rome; and as a proof of the infallibility of theſe 


hoof of the Church, they haye aboliſhed one 
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a 8 decrees ; thus Pope Stephen the Vith, 
abrogated. the decrees of Formoſus, his prede· 


|  ceffor, drew his body out of the ſepulchre, cut 


off his fingers, which he uſed in his ordination, 
and then threw them into the Tiber, ſaying, 
That he had obtained the Popedom by brihe- 
ry.” And, in like manner, the next Pope abro- 
gated his decrees; thus infallible were theſe 
ſucceſſors of St. Peter; and, it is remarkable, 
that one of theſe holy fathers proved to be à 


hatlot, in the moſt groſs ſenſe; here I refer to pope 


Johanne, a woman of no ſmall learning, wha uſed 
ſo much art, as to arrive at St. Peter's chair ; 
and when ſhe was riding out, the was actually 
delivered of the fruit of her whoredoms &, and it 
is ſaid the Popes carefully avoid riding that way, 


through ſhame of the deed to this day: ſome 
indeed have denied this fact; but the mote im- 


partial, even of their own writers, have acknow- 
ledged the truth of it. But it is, not to be won- 
dered at, that with all their failings, they ſnould 
pretend to infallibility, when their great Bellar- 
mine has declared, If the Pope, by miſtake, 


ſhould command Vice and forbid Virtue," the 
Church (unleſs ſhe would fin againſt conſcience) 


would be obliged to believe, that Vice is coop, 
and VIRTvE 15s EvII.“ What a ſhocking ſenti- 


timent, and how muſt the tender conſcienced 


Proteſtant ſhudder at it, and be filled with an 


e Pridenax's IntroduRtionſto Eibe, F. 53. 
DER —- honeſt 
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Honeſt WW when he hears, chat Evil is. 


thus called . 24 Good, Evil. 


— 


As ek a a ink * of W 
STANTIATION, Which ſuppoſes, that the bread in 
the ſacrament, after conſecration, becomes the 


| very body and blood of Chriſt; this is that doc- 


trine, the denial of which cauſed many. blefſed 


martyrs to be burned; becauſe they could 
not. entertain ſo groſs an idea, as that a 
wretched prieſt had it in his power to make a 
Chriſt, or to change a wafer into the image of 


the inviſible God, 


A moſt pernicious 4 is that alſo, — 


which teaches that the Pope has power to grant 
INDULGENCES,, and to deal out pardons at his 


own ſovereign pleaſure, and at a certain price 
to remit all kinds of fins; ſq that a man may haye 
| pardon for adultery and murder, yea for mur- 


dering his father: if he be but able to purchaſe 
this diabolical kind of comfort; but the fr are- 


not favored with any ſuch privilege, through 
want of money to purchaſe ſugh pardons, And 


alas! how much muſt thoſe perſons be deluded, 
who can imagine that knayiſh Prieſts have * 
ſuch power as this. 


Axp how deſtructive to ſociety is the tenet 
which tells us, that no faith is to be kept 


with thoſe whom they chuſe to call hereticks, 


Nay, that it is a mortal fin to keep faith with 


* E- 


Cm) 
| heretics: hence the moſt ſolemn treaties have 
been diſregarded ;; and if the Romiſh religion 
will thus juſtify perjury, what can it avail for 
papiſts to take oaths of allegiance to a Proteſt- 
ant? And is it not weakneſs for a Proteſtant 
prince to put confidence in ſuch oaths; when 
thoſe who ſwear them can e ee be wot 
RT g e . ? 


2 Stan to N evil peſifiiple be the Mither of 
4 harflots is that of the doctrine of auricular con- 
ſeſſion, a practice which is calculated to enſlave 
the minds of the people to their prieſts, and that 
whereby the ſecrets of nations and families have 
been diſcovered, to the great prejudice and 
= , ſometimes ruin of both. And in reſpect to 
= PFoung people, when they have had to do with 
= Romith prieſts, who have aſked them im proper 
queſtions, of the vicious kind, it hath often 
been Produdtivec of the worſt of conſequences. + 
„ doctrine of Mis ert, alſo f is df *Y 
FE | mall account with the corrupt Church we are 
duo expoſing, but yet is an abomination in the 
fight of Ge? \ cod who eſpouſe the Romiſh 
' Faviſe, make 2 nge mixture of Chriſt's me- 
| rits, and the creature's, and when they abſolve 
a perſon, they ſay, © The paſſion of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, che merits of the bleſſed Virgin, | 
and of all the Saints, whatſoever good thou haſt 
done, and whatſoever evil thou haſt ſuffered, 


be 


FW) (35200 


be untoithee for remiſſion of ſins. By this, the 
ſinner is taught toflean partly on himſelf, part 


ly on others, and partly on Chriſt; and Chriſt® = 


only ſhares the crown, in the eſteem of this adul- 


terous church ; but the blood - bought churck 


of Chriſt, gives all the glory to Chriſt alone. 1 


| "x 


1 be e with the Jothine of a e may x 
fix the doctrineof purgatory,by the ſuffering the pain 


of which, the papiſts vainly ſuppoſe, that their 


ſins are purged away after death: and outofthisfire 


Wege are their prieſts, if well feed with mo- 


„can obtain a (deliverance for them; but 


this is quite [contrary to ſcripture, which tells 

us, ec As the tree falls, ſo it lies ;” and unleſs we are 
purged from fin while here, we ſhall never be 
purged in the world to come. But this doctrine 


is of great importance to the revenue of the 
prieſts, and therefore no wonder if it ſnould be 


contended for; and to thoſe we have mentioned 
ve might add the endleſs doctrines of Penanoes; 


N pi Pee and ſacraments,” 5 #1. 
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Bur we. will now * 1 little Hotiewef othet | 
Te eee brought forth by the mother 


of hatlots, particularly thoſe of the idolat#6is 
lind, ſuch as the bowing to and worſhipping 


the hoſt; and images in general; their ad- 


ration of the virgin Mary, and applying many 


of the Pſalms to her, by: changing Dominus, 
Lord, into Domina, Lady, and ſo forcing the 


Words of the Holy Ghoſt to a moſt groſs 
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application! and ' repeating thoſe Pſalms as 


. ſongs of praiſe to her; to theſe muſt be added 
their praying to dead ſaints, and the ſuperſtitious 


reſpect and worſhip which is paid to innumer- 


able reliques; and as they conſider the Pope 
as à kind of a God upon earth, they kiſs his 


toe, and ſhew that veneration for him which 1 is 15 
* to ine els: 


limes alſo the Romiſh Church hath bead 
ſo worthy to be execrated on account of thoſe 


© / ABOMINABLE  BLASPHEMIES,” which have 
been ; uttered by it. A fingular inſtance of 


which we have in an oration made by BoxxERr, 


to Queen Mary when ſhe came to the throne, 
in which he highly praiſed the dignity of the 
| Romiſh prieſthood, and ſpeaking of it, he ſaid, 
A prieſt is greater than a king, more excellent 
than an angel, and maker of his Creator *. 
The laſt words of which contain a moſt awful 
| blaſphemy; and thus the Biſhop- of Rome 


is called Dominus Deus noſter Papa, i. e. our 


Lord God the Pope, and Deus alter in terra, 
1. e. another God upon earth. And by theſe 


; characters, the Pope exalts himſelf above all 


that are called god among the creatures, and 
ſits in the temple as God. And what is it leis 


khan blaſphemy, to call upon the virgin Mary 


55 command her ſon, and to call her the 


Queen of heaven, the Mother of mercies, 


* — 


EP er Fox's 2 ogy Val. in. | Page 41. ; 
he "their 


— — 
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kheir life and their hope; the light of the alen, 
. advocate and ee 5 | 


Ir may be oath alſo to cel a 7 of 
| the abſurdities of the Church of Rome, here 
bear with me, if I take notice of their making 
| their church- yards holy with holy water, and the 
chriſtening their bells to - chaſe away devils 
from ſouls departed; and their conjuring the 
devil out of children by baptiſm, uſing the 
prieſt's ſpittle to anoint them. And how would 
you be diſguſted to hear as à miracle, of a ſaints » 
walking ſeveral miles with his head off, and 
Carrying it in his hand? They alſo pretend to 
ſhew you at the church of St. Ambroſe, in 
Milan, the ſame brazen ſerpent which Moſes 
lifted up in the wilderneſs *; though the ſcrip- 
ture tells us in the xviiith chap. of the 2d book 
of Kings, that Hezekiah deftroyed it. Some 
of the romaniſts will alſo tell you of a ſaint who 
was ſupported for ſome time by a cow and a 
calf, and afterwards reſtored them to life; and 
of a holy houſe of the virgin's being dard by 
angels from Paleſtine into Italy; and they will 
feign to ſhew you ſome of the hay out of the 
manger on which Chriſt lay, more than one 
tail of the aſs on which he rode, ſome of the 
ſtones which killed Stephen, ſome of the loaves 
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e Vide, Prideaux's Connection, Vol. I. P. 17. 
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u hich fed the multitude in the wilderneſs, and 
ſome part of the ſhirt which the virgin Mary 
made for Chriſt; beſides all theſe lying wonders 
they will ſhew- you at different places, ſeveral 
tons of the teeth of one ſaint, as many pieces 
of the croſs of Chriſt as would load a cart, and 
as many glaſſes of the virgin Mary's milk 
as would fill all the veſſels of a country dairy ;' 
with many other abominable deceptions; to 
which I will only add their wretched abſurdities 
in reſpect to their dead. Their prieſts will ſome- 
times abſolve perſons after they are dead, and 
when this is done, if the body be unburied, 
the body is firſt beaten and then abſolved, and 
buried in conſecrated ground; and if the body 
be buried and cannot conveniently be dug up, 
the ground and ſepulehte are then to be | 
dne ne 

PR out of the mother of harlots have come 
the moſt abominable impieties - alſo, not 
only of the idolatrous and blaſphemous, but 
alſo of the vicious kind; and, as. a general 
corruption hath ſpread through her principles, 
ſo alſo her practices have been ot · a like nature. 
and this is true, not only concerning ſome indi- 
viduals, in a private character, but it is remark- 
ably true of a great number of her infallible 
biſhops, who have frequently been found in the 
4 practice of the moſt abominable and unnatural 
iniquities: ſome of the Popes have been adul- 


terer, ſome ſodomites, ſome magicians, ſome 
5 blaſphemers 
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blaſphemers, and all of them idolaters ; Ay 
eſpecially ſome of them were remarkable for 
encouraging and juſtifying murder and treaſon — 
a ſtriking inſtance of which we have in Boniface. 3 
the IIId, who when Phocus had flain his maſter, 
the emperor Mauritius, together with his' wife 
and family, not ſparing the infant at the breaſt, . 
the Pope commended the action, and cauſed 
the hymn © glory to God in the higheſt, to be 
ſung on the occafion. * And that you may 
know how remarkable the Popes have been for. 
fearing God, I would remind you of the langunge 
of Julius the IIId, who when his phyſicians 
adviſed him to abſtain from pork, he faid he 
would have his pork, in deſpite of God, and 
when his cold peacock pie was withheld from 
him he maintained that he had more cauſe to be 
angry on that account, than God had to caſt 
Adam out of Paradiſe for eating an apple. 
And if ſuch impieties are practiſed and encou- 
raged by the heads of the Romiſh Church, it is 
natural to ſuppoſe that the common people muſt 
be ny infected with the eee . 


Sorem me to ME PEER vou a little lorigne, 
while I mention to you ſome of the Abominable 


"— —_——— 
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* This was that bleſſed —_ ab firſt aſſerted 8 45 | 
' | premacy of the biſhops of Rome; a privilege he obtained 


from. the murderer Phocas, mentioned above. 
On ; a 
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Cruelties exerciſed by the Church of which 
we are now ſpeaking, and ſuch: cruelties will 
exiſt, while the head and members of this 
Church teach, that they do God good and 
acceptable ſervice, in putting thoſe whom they 
think are heretics to death; and in ſhewing 
their hatred to ſuch perſons, they have inven- 
ted ſuch ſtrange kinds of tortures, that we 
might be led to conclude that hell itſelf ad 
aſſiſted them f in On chem o out- X 


ace alive hath 1 dabered; 95 them 
as a merciful kind of death for heretics; and 
they have ſometimes endeavoured to exceed 
that eruelty, by drawing the martyrs up by 
pullies, and then letting them down into the 
fire again; at other times they have killed 
children and thruft their raw fleſh into the 
mouths of their parents; and ſome in England, 
while Rome played the tyrant here, were put to 
death, for no other reaſon, but that of teaching 
their own children the Lord's Prayen and Ten 
Cemmandments in Engliſn; and hundreds, for 
no other crime, but 8 of loving Chriſt, deny- 
1g Tranſubſtantiation, and! cleaving to the 
religion of Jeſus in its Durſt; were "expoſed to 
all manner of cruelties, About eight hundred 
| loſt their lives in the two firſt years of the 
- reign of queen Mary : and at the maſſacre of 
Paris, about 10,000 were ſlain in Paris in one 
night, and not leſs than 20,000 more were bar- 


barouſly murdered elſewhere. And his moſt 
Chriſtian 


1 


thrifiian majeſty, with his fowlins piece, from! 
his own palace ſhot the ſtragglers who had eſ- 
eaped death from other ruffians: and when this 
execrable act was finiſhed, and ſo many inno- 
cent unarmed Proteſtants were thus killed, the 
biſhop of Rome praiſed the Act, as being 
pious and meritorious, and cauſed TE. DEUM to 

be ſung in all the ee by way of giving 

God thanks, 15 | 

By the ſame abominable religion, the Iriſh 
maſſacre was ſet on foot, whereby not leſs. 
than 100,000 innocent Proteſtants loſt their 
lives, and great numbers were expoſed to cold, 
and nakedneſs, without any regard to either 
age or ſex : but all fell alike victims to the more 
than ſavage cruelty of the Church of Rome. 
The ground of Smithfield yonder * has re 


3 


ceived the aſhes of many bleſſed martyrs, and 


in the morn of the reſurrection it will be found 
to contain much precious duſt, 


W ſuch days may be ſeen again. I 
would not, knowingly, give you a falſe alarm; 
but if we may judge by the ſigns of the times, 
by the preſent ſituation of our national affairs, 

and the groſs condition of the Church, which 
| ſeems to groan won perſecution, to purge it of i its 
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E” IDO Was wile this ſermon was preached is 
FP near Smithfield, 
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anti-chriſtian region | 1s Popery 3 ; how unlike 
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i large quantities of droſs; if by theſe things, 


we are to judge, we 3 reaſon to fear the 
fiery trial. And if our fears ſhould be agree-' 
ably diſappointed, it will do us no harm to be 
prepared and on the watch. I would only wiſh 


ſo far to ſound the alarm, as to rouſe the gener- 


ality of profeſſors from that wretched ſtupor, 
which at prefent appears to deprive them of 
their feelings, and endeavour to ſtir them up 


to cry earneſtly to God, that he may yet. ow 
hd TGA to Great arcane 


I than now this my lat hows Lang ſerving; 
is to other abominations of the Church of 
Rome this has been added, THE PERVERTING OF 
THE 'SACRED SCRIPTURES, | on which indeed all 


their other abominations are founded; for it 


may be truly faid, that the Romiſh religion is 


founded on a perverfion of ſcripture, aided by 


innumerable human traditions, which are totally 


j contrary to the real ſenſe of the Bible. But the 


time would fail me to enlarge here : I ſhall, 
therefore haften to attempt ſome improvement 


of the whole; in which I muſt be but brief, 


as an apology for heving engaged you ſo long 
already. Which; conſidering the particular 
ue N FOE a fubjed, will, x RIPE: oe borne: 
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Fu IRST 3 I infer from the whole, hat an. 
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the meek, the merciful, the. altogether lovely 
Jeſus? How abominable are the tenets -1t 
teaches ! And what accurſed practices doth it 
promote- and encourage. 


| SECONDLY), Haw: great a mercy was the Re- 
formation and Revolution! O, happy day! when 
the miſts of popiſh darkneſs were diſpelled 
from Britain, and when that weak port 
prince James the IId was Force from ms 
kingdom, and the glorious king William af- 
cended the throne ; an event big With bleſſings 
to this nation at large, and to the Church of 
Chriſt in particular. | 


Tin DIY, Let us be thankful that we were 
not born, and do not now live, under the fla- 
very of ſuch a religion: we might have been 
born in Spain; or in Britain, at the time when 
the Pope's tyranny . was ſeverely felt Besen 
and who hath made us to differ? 


5 OURTHLY, Let us pray earneſtly, chat. it 
itiny never bear ſway i in this country again: let 
us zealouſly oppoſe Popery, and take heed of 
the very beginnings of it; and let us cleave to- 
the ſcriptures and the doctrines of grace, as a moſt 
_ glorious bulwark againſt the Romith religion. 


FieTBLY, Let finners remember, that if they 
3 2 . | 
continue impenitent, whether they are, by 
| | pro- 
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| profeſſion, Proteſtants or Papiſts, they cannot 


be ſaved; for Except ye repent, ye ſhall all 
likewiſe periſn.“ Let us not be ſatisfied then, 


my dear friends, with being Proteſtants in theo- 
ry only; but let us ſeek an experimental ac- 


quaintanoe with the excellency of- the Proteſ- 
tant religion: for if we are hy pocrites, a mere 
form of godlineſs will not enable us to ſtand fire 


and faggot, or other crucltics of the Church of 


Rome. | ; Wet | +4 


F INALLY, Let God's A pier "A grace to 


ſtand, that they may be faithful unto death, 
if ſuch trials ſhould come: and let not the true 


believer fear; © for as his day is, ſo ſhall his 
ſtrength be.“ Let us, then, ſeek his preſence, 


and then we may ſay with the Pſalmiſt, in the 
Klvith Pfalm,' and with Luther,“ Though the 


earth be removed, and its mountains out of 
their place, yet will not we fear; for God is our 


refuge and ſtrength, a. very preſent help in 
trouble.“ 


£ 


will o ſupport and deliver us, that we ſhall 
| ting to all eternity, © Blefſed be the Lord God 
of Iſrael, from everlaſting to (NSC 3 
men n and Amen.“ 


And if we really truſt in him, he 


